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Texada’s Calendar of Events                                 April 2021 

 

 As a part of the Phase 2 COVID-19 
Immunization Plan rollout, Vancouver Coastal 
Health is holding a series of vaccination clinics 
on Texada Island. These clinics are open to 
seniors who are age 70+ and Indigenous peo-
ples age 55+. To get a vaccination at this clin-
ic, seniors should call 1-877-587-5767 to book. 
  To prepare for your call, please have 
available a pen and paper, personal health 
number, full name, date of birth, postal code 
and phone number. There are enough ap-
pointments available for all seniors and there 
is no rush to call in. Call volumes are lower in 
the late afternoon and evening. The appoint-
ment booking toll-free phone line is open from 
7 am to 7 pm, seven days a week. When mak-
ing the call, please say you are calling from 
Texada Island. 

 More information on the vaccination rollout 
can be found here: http://www.vch.ca/covid-
19/covid-19-vaccine 

COVID-19 Immunization Plan  

Please see page 2 for more information 
about the Texada Island Plan. 

Easter Bunny Drive By 
 Van Anda Fire/Rescue will be putting on an Easter 
event at the Legion in Van Anda on April 3 from 10 am to 
12 noon. 
 This will be a no contact event with families driving 
by and receiving their Easter treats from one of our Easter 
Bunnies. 
 Traffic will be one way from the Credit Union to 
the Legion parking lot and then down Volunteer Ave to disperse. 
 COVID restrictions will be in place and vehicle oc-
cupants must be masked while receiving the treats. Social 
distancing of 6 ft will be maintained (24 Easter Eggs). 

Texada Island Community Hall 

4913 Gillies Bay Rd, Gillies Bay 

Hours March 30 10:30 am—2 pm 

 April 1 10:30 am—2 pm 

 April 6 10:30 am—2 pm 

 April 8 10:30 am—2 pm 
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Hours of operation  
Monday to Thursday  
     8:30 am to 11:45 am, 1:15 pm to 4 pm 
Friday 8:30 am to 11:45 am  
Phone Number: 604-486-7525 

If there’s no reply, please leave a message.  
Emergencies: 604-414-9638. If there’s no 
reply within 10 minutes, please phone 911. 
Information – Nurses Hotline: 811  
 

COVID changes: 
• Visits strictly by appointment except 

for emergencies. We will try to deal 
with issues by phone as much as possi-
ble and give appointments when pa-
tients need to be seen in person.  

• Lab tests by appointment only. Extend-
ed lab time: 8:30 am to 9:45 am.  

• Masks and hand sanitizer compulsory 
on entering the health centre.  

• If you are ill and suspect you may have 
COVID, please come to the back door 
marked COVID and follow the posted 
instructions.  

• TAP forms can be picked up after 1:15 pm.  
 

Please be patient with us. We have never 
been in this situation before either.  

TEXADA ISLAND 

HEALTH CENTRE 

Covid-19 Vaccination Clinics 
Coming to Texada Island! 

 There will be Covid-19 Vaccination 
Clinics scheduled for the residents of Texada 
Island on an ongoing basis, in accordance with 
the provincial vaccination schedule. An-
nouncements will be made on the Facebook 
Texada Message Board, on local bulletin 
boards at the grocery stores/post offices and 
other public spaces, and, time permitting, in 
the Express Lines. 
 On the Sunshine Coast we are lucky to 
be able to vaccinate a wider range of ages due 
to our smaller population. On March 30th, April 
1st, 6th and 8th, the Texada Island Health Cen-
tre staff, aided by Public Health staff, volun-
teers, and the Gillies Bay Fire Department, are 
co-ordinating vaccination clinics at the Gillies 
Bay Community Hall. These clinics are by ap-
pointment only, from 10:30 am to 2 pm, for 
persons born in the year 1951 or earlier, and 
for indigenous persons born in the year 1966 
or earlier. Please call 1-877-587-5767 to book 
your appointment. We anticipate the next 
age group will be vaccinated in the upcom-
ing weeks as vaccines become available. 
 Thanks to all the Health Centre staff, 
Public Health Nursing staff at Powell River 
Hospital, and community volunteers for their 
assistance in making this service available to 
the residents of Texada Island. 
 

On the day of your appointment: 
• Check your scheduled appointment date, 

time, and location. 
• Bring photo identification/BC health num-

ber with you. 
• Please arrive on time for your appointment 

and avoid arriving early. This will help us 
follow public health guidelines, maintain 
physical distancing and keep everyone safe.  

• Wear a short-sleeve shirt as the vaccine 
will be delivered to your upper arm. 

• Dress in layers to stay warm as you may 
be required to wait outdoors to maintain 
physical distancing. 

• You will be monitored for 15 minutes after 
receiving your vaccine. 
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LITTLE FREE PANTRIES 
 Texada’s own “little free pan-
tries” are available to everyone on Tex-
ada with food insecurities. Please feel 
free to pick up or drop off some much 
needed food. Locations are at the 
Food Bank in Van Anda and in front of 
4758 Cedar St. (between Oak and 
Ash) in Gillies Bay. Sponsored by the 
Community of Texada and the Texada 
Food Bank. "Take what you need; 
leave what you can." 
 THANK YOU for all the anony-
mous donations of food that 
have been left in the pan-
tries! If you see a cooler 
under the pantries, you may 
take or leave produce, includ-
ing excess from our gardens. 

 

Fudge Contracting 
 

Home:  
604-486-7364 

Text:  
604-483-1063  

E mail: fudgecontracting@gmail.com  
 

Land Clearing, Septic Installation,  
Skidsteer, Excavating Work and Hauling 

Cancer Support Group 
 The Cancer Support Group 
has readily available funds for indi-
viduals on Texada Island needing 
additional financial support while 
obtaining treatment for their can-
cer. We are here to help and can 
provide up to $500 per year per patient. 
 Forms can be picked up at 
either the Texada Island Health Cen-
ter or my home in Van Anda. I can be 
reached at 604-486-7494. All inquiries 
are held in the strictest of confidence. 

— Barb Egglestone 

Donations to Texada 
Clinic 

 If you or someone you know is mak-
ing a donation to the Texada Clinic, please 
make the cheque out to Texada Health Ser-
vices Society and mail to Box 84, Gillies 
Bay, V0N 1W0.   
 Thank you in advance. 
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If you want to drink, 
 That’s your business. 
If you want to stop, 
 That’s ours. 
Call Alcoholics Anonymous anytime:  

604-414-9811 
604-486-7180 
604-414-5235 
 

Meetings: Sundays at 6 pm at the United Church 

TICS Bursary  
 

 Needing money for school? Planning 
to enroll this fall in a trades program? Health 
care? Child care? University? TICS has 
two bursaries of $750 each to help out with 
costs. This is not just for recent high school 
graduates but for anyone returning to school 
for further education in any post-secondary 
program. We only require three things: 

• You must be a Texada resident 
• You must provide proof of enrollment 
• You must provide a short one page 

essay about yourself and your educa-
tional plans 

 

Please apply to:  
TICS 
PO Box 233 
Van Anda, BC 
V0N 3K0 

 

Deadline for applications is May 31, 2021. 
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qathet Regional District 
2021 Youth Summer Positions 

The qathet Regional District is accepting applications from youth ages 15 to 30 for three (3) 
summer positions. 
 

Shelter Point Regional Park:  to start May 14 
Haywire Bay Regional Park:  to start May 14 
Powell River Cemetery:  to start May 17 
All positions end around Labour Day 2021. 
 

Wage rate is $20.00 per hour. Positions are covered by a union contract under CUPE Local 
798. Work schedule: 7 hours per day, 5 days per week, with 2 consecutive days off. Park em-
ployees must work weekends and holidays.   
 

Applicants must be physically strong, familiar with basic maintenance tools and equipment, 
capable of physical work in an outdoor setting, and be good with the public. Applicants must 
also have their own transportation to and from work. 
 

Deliver a cover letter and resume to: 
 

qathet Regional District  
Attn: Patrick Devereaux, Manager of Operational Services 
#202-4675 Marine Avenue 
Powell River, BC  V8A2L2 
 

Fax:  604 485-2216 
E-mail: employment@qathet.ca 
 

Deadline for applications:  4 pm ∙ Friday, April 23, 2021.  For more information 
contact Patrick Devereaux at 604 487-1380 or by email 
employment@qathet.ca 

 

Offering Weekday General Transport Service 
Between Texada Island and Powell River 

Also Offering Service to Vancouver Island and 
the Lower Mainland 

Phone: 604-485-7683 
To arrange for deliveries 

3606 MacKenzie Ave 
Powell River, BC 
V8A 3E8 
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Texada Food Bank 
 

will only be offered on the  

second Wednesday 
of the month.  

 

We hope the change will avoid any fami-
lies missing the day. Call on the second 
Tuesday between 10am and 3pm. Pick up 
on the second Wednesday between 12 
and 12:30. 
 

 Call in April 13 – Pick up April 14 
 Call in May 11 – Pick up May 12 
 Call in June 8 – Pick up June 9 
 (604) 483-1219 
 

The Little Free Pantries are always availa-
ble for anyone with food insecurities. They 
are located at the Food Bank porch and in 
front of 4758 Cedar St. Gillies Bay. 
 

Take what you need, leave what you can. 

JMG Ltd  
(formally JMG Logging Ltd) 

 

● Gravel truck services  ● Excavation work 
● Road building            ● Land Clearing 

Providing services on Texada for over 50 years 
Contact Rick Jones 

604-483-8308 ∙ 604-486-7207 
jmg@twincomm.ca 

 

Texada Shores  
Vacation Suites 

Private waterfront suites with full kitchen  
We offer wireless hi-speed internet 

Reservations recommended 
We accept Visa, Mastercard and Interac  

Jennifer & Chay Clark • 4476 Sanderson Rd 

604-486-7388 • texadashores@gmail.com 
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Powell River Public Library – April at a Glance 
Drawn Together: Virtual Drawing Group, 
Thursdays, 3:45-4:30 pm on Zoom. Kids 8-12. 
Join artist Luke Ramsey on Zoom for inter-
active drawing. Contact szagwyn@prpl.ca 
 
 

Bubble Storytime is BACK on Wednesdays 
starting March 17 at the Willingdon Beach 
Pavilion. Preschoolers’ families can enjoy 
storytime at a safe physical distance. Ad-
vance registration required. 
Contact szagwyn@prpl.ca 

 

Virtual Preschool Storytime, Wednesdays 
on Youtube! Online storytime continues! 
Check out Powell River Public Library on 
Youtube! 
  
 

K-readiness Display, March/April in the Anne 
Woznow Children’s Reading Room at PRPL. 
Have a child entering kindergarten in 2021? 
The library’s hosting a display to help you 
and your child get ready. Organized by the 
SD47 StrongStart Early Learning Team. 
 
 

Douglas Fir Seedling Pickup at Powell Riv-
er Public Library, from April 15, 2021. Free 
pick up at the library service desk, while sup-
plies last. Contact edgar@prpl.ca  
 
 

First Dibs: Teens can earn volunteer credit!  
Contact edgar@prpl.ca  
 

Young Writers Group, age 11-18, every 
Friday from 3:30- 4:30 pm via Zoom. Inter-
act, create and engage! Watch PRPL’s 
Youtube for writing prompts each Monday.  
Contact edgar@prpl.ca  
 

The joy of drawing with Lowell Morris. 
Tuesday March 30, 3 pm via Zoom. 
Discover drawing with local artist Lowell 
Morris. Contact mmerlino@prpl.ca 
 

Getting Creative – Exploring Creative 
Nonfiction, Thursdays April 1 to 22, 6:30-
7:30 pm via Zoom. Writer Megan Cole goes 
deeper with your writing. 
Contact mmerlino@prpl.ca  
 

Traditional Tla’amin Songs with Drew Blaney, 
Wednesday April 7, 4:30 pm via Zoom. Drew 
Blaney discusses traditional Tla’amin songs 
and the remarkable story of rediscovering ar-
chival audio. Contact mmerlino@prpl.ca  
 

A Pictorial History of Courtenay and Dis-
trict, Saturday April 10, 2 pm via Zoom. Lo-
cal authors Dickinson and Griffiths present Water-
shed Moments. Contact mmerlino@prpl.ca  
 

Howard White presents Here on the Coast, 
Saturday April 24, 2 pm via Zoom. Author 
Howard Write reads from his latest book 
about the Sunshine Coast. 
Contact mmerlino@prpl.ca 
 

A Journey Back to Nature, Saturday May 
15, 2 pm via Zoom. Catherine Marie Gil-
bert's history of Vancouver Island’s Strath-
cona Provincial Park.  
Contact mmerlino@prpl.ca  
 
 Check out prpl.ca for detailed list-
ings, visit us in person at 100-6975 Alberni 
Street in Powell River, phone 604-485-4796, 
or email info@prpl.ca.  
 

See you soon! 

Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 232. 

The Legion is open!!! 

We'll be open weekends — Saturdays at 
3:30 – 7 pm and Sundays at 4 pm – 7 pm. 
Meat draws, considered events, have been 
cancelled until further notice 

We have a safety plan in place and look 
forward to seeing everyone again! 

Stay safe everyone! 

mailto:edgar@prpl.ca
mailto:edgar@prpl.ca
mailto:edgar@prpl.ca
mailto:mmerlino@prpl.ca
mailto:mmerlino@prpl.ca
mailto:mmerlino@prpl.ca
mailto:mmerlino@prpl.ca
mailto:mmerlino@prpl.ca
mailto:mmerlino@prpl.ca
http://www.prpl.ca
mailto:info@prpl.ca
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Mon-Sat    10 am - 6 pm 
Sun            Noon - 6 pm 

 

Hours 

5150 Gillies Bay Rd, Gillies Bay 
TEL: 604-486-7208 

• Groceries 
• Freshly  Baked 
 Bread 
• Fresh Meat & Produce 
• Deli 
• Liquor 

• Propane 
• BCLotto 
• ATM 
• Post Office 
• Movies 
• Hardware 

One Stop Shop For All Your Needs 

Sunday: Fried Rice 
Monday: Chicken Teriyaki 

Tuesday: Stirfry 
Wednesday: Pizza 

Thursday: Curry Chicken or 
Chicken Fajita 

Friday: Beef Burrito 
Saturday: Pork Ribs 

Lunch in the Deli 

Robert 
(Bob) 
Duker 

July 4, 1938 to 
March 6, 2021 

 Bob passed 
away peacefully on 

March 6, 2021 with his family by his side 
after a very short battle with cancer. Bob is 
survived by his beloved wife of 61 years 
Jennifer, daughter Rhonda (Blaire), daughter 
Shellie (Ron), son Michael, granddaughter 
Miranda (Pat), granddaughter Dana, grand-
son Cody (Amanda), granddaughter Janice, 
great-granddaughter Destiny (Hanlon), great-
grandson Ayden, great-grandson Karter, 
brother Allan (Barbara), brother-in-law 
George (Patti), many nieces and nephews 
and countless life-long friends. 
 A rockhound to the core, you would 
often find Bob in the bush staking claims, 
prospecting, crushing rock at his mill or 
teaching anyone who was interested. He had 
a true love for all things Texada and a pas-
sion for the outdoors. He would refer to the 
blue of the sky as one of his favorite things.  
Bob had an unconditional love for his fami-
ly which showed each and every day; this 
will be irreplaceable. He was referred to by 
many as a true gentleman and was a kind 
man who always had time for a chat or to 
help someone out. Bobby will be fondly re-
membered by all who knew him.  
 A special thank you to Dr. Black, 
Dr. Awopetu, Texada Ambulance and all the 
4th floor staff at Powell River General Hos-
pital for making his last days so comfortable.   
 We truly appreciate and would like 
to thank everyone for the flowers, cards, and 

especially their kind words. 
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Texada Community Policing 
Hunting Stats 2020 

 The start of the fall season was quiet 
while the beginning of the antlerless season 
was the busiest Conservation has seen. Near 
the end of the season, two people were is-
sued a warning for riding an ATV up Oak 
Street in Gillies Bay (a Motor Vehicle Act 
violation) and were ticketed  for cocked 
crossbows on their backs (a Wildlife Act vio-
lation). As well, they could not produce their 
photo ID, were technically hunting in a 
closed area (cocked weapons near residenc-
es), and were heading to hunt on private 
property without permission. 
          There were 23 Wildlife Act case files 
opened by the COS from January 16, 2020 to 
January 30th, 2021. Eighteen cases were 
unique to the COS and all were hunting re-
lated except one (dogs chasing geese). Five 
violation tickets were issued, eight written 
warnings were issued, and two cases are still 
under investigation. There was one report of 
night hunting made to the RCMP in the early 
part of the season. 
 Two complaints were made to the 
policing committee from Van Anda. One, 

also reported to the RCMP and Conserva-
tion, involved hunting in a closed area (Van 
Anda) with deer carcass remains left by the 
road. The other expressed concerns around 
the current rules regarding hunting distances 
from the road in the Slow Farm area adjacent 
to Van Anda as there has been a marked in-
crease in new residents.  
 Please phone in all violations, hunt-
ing or otherwise. Without statistics, there is 
no evidence to base the level of support 
(patrols) needed to curb these activities. 
 

Contact – Box 48, Van Anda, BC V0N 3K0    
or phone Leslie at 604-483-8423 

 

Meetings are cancelled until further notice. 

 

 

 

• Fresh cut meat  
• Fresh produce arriving twice weekly  
• Liquor agency store 
• New items arriving weekly 

Sun: Noon - 5 pm 
Mon - Sat: 10 am - 7 pm 

Store  
Hours 

Thank You for shopping locally.. 
5105 Copper Queen St 
Van Anda, BC, V0N 3K0 

    604-486-7418 
    Fax 604-486-7279 

Easter 
Friday 

 

April 22: Noon - 4 pm 

Gillies Bay 
 Internet Society 

For Wireless Internet from Spragge Road  
to Shelter Point and up to Bell Road. 

Call 1-855-767-4247 
     or email GBISoc@shaw.ca 
www.gilliesbay.ca/wireless  
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P B F 
Your Local Auto Parts 

Centre 
  

We offer parts sales at competi-
tive prices, often overnight. Why 
go to Powell River for your parts, 
or pay to have them delivered? 
Order them on Texada and pick 
them up on Texada. 
  

Call us at 604-486-6723 to set 
up an appointment, or to price 
or order your parts. 

  
  
  

Pacific Brake Factory 
5038 Spragge Rd 

Gillies Bay, BC, V0N 1W0 
604-486-6723 

Fax: 604-486-6703 

 

Call or Text 
Damian Wright 

604-483-6405 

Your Resident Texada Realtor 

“Whistlin an a-fishin in Heaven” 
- John Prine 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bill Reeve 
July 12, 1943 – December 29, 2020 

Thank you to the wonderful community of 
Texada for all your help. Thanks also to the 
great staff at Evergreen, where Bill lived for 
the last 3 years. 

— Jill & Family 

Personal Income Tax Service 
Sole Proprietors are welcome! 
By appointment only please. 

Call or email Danielle  
604-578-8214 

booksbydc@gmail.com 
 

Basic Returns*: 
$40 Single or $70 Couple filed together. 
Returns include electronic filing (if eligible). 
 

*Additional fees apply for special & business 
schedules - call for details. 

Covid protocols 
in place. 
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Museum Musings 
The Van Anda Sawmill 

 For the first part of the twentieth cen-
tury, the Carter Brothers’ sawmill at the out-
let of Van Anda Creek was one of the town’s 
best known landmarks (photo). 
 Passengers arriving at the Van Anda 
wharf would note the tall brick chimney and 
hear the screech of the steam-powered saw 
blades, a quite different scene from the tran-
quil one today. 
 Henry and John Carter bought the 
mill in 1899 from the Grant brothers of 
Comox who had run the mill for 20 years at 
a Cumberland coal mine. Along with it came 
George McLeod to help set up the operation.  
McLeod, however, was soon lured away by 
Texada’s mineral possibilities and became a 
prominent island prospector. 
 The economic boom due to the min-
ing activities caused a huge local demand for 
sawn lumber for houses, shops and for mine 
supporting timbers. In addition, nearby log-
ging sites such as Lang Bay, Stillwater, and 
the new mill at Powell River needed lumber 
to build camps and houses. 
 Initially “Steamboat Bob” (Walter 
Pinnock) would tow the 
milled wood across 
Malaspina Strait with his 
driftwood-fuelled, steam-
powered boat, Wood 
Nymph. Later, Bill Young 
and Bill Kirkness rivalled 
for towing contracts. 
 With a sawmill 
close by, logging on Tex-
ada took off. Nearby trees 
were felled, some towed 
along the rocky shore by 

hand. The first log boom received by the mill 
was from Myrtle Point (350,000 board feet 
— one week’s supply).    
 Fuel for the steam plant was supplied 
by Chinese labourers and others who cut 4-
foot cordwood and hauled it to the mill by 
horsepower. 
 The Carters enthusiastically joined 
community affairs, locating their house on 
the creek bank just upstream of the mill.  
John ran the mill while brother Henry acted 
as a mine recorder, helped establish the Tex-
ada Gun Club, served on the School Board, 
and became Justice of the Peace. 
 Before the mill closed in 1923, it is 
said that the very last load of lumber was 
floated around Texada to construct the first 
house in Gillies Bay — Dr Sanderson’s. 
 With the economy slumping, the 
sawmill was eventually demolished, only its 
chimney remaining. It stood for years after 
as a reminder of the valuable enterprise that 
helped create Texada’s boom times. 

Peter Lock 
Texada Island Heritage Society 



Express Lines                    April  2021 

13 

Texada Women's Island Network 

April Luncheon 
 

Yay, it's Hat Day!!! Please wear a hat. 
 

Thursday April 8, 2021 
in the Pub at the Texada Island Inn. Doors 
open at 11:30 am, lunch at 12 noon. There 
will be no speaker but a fun, surprise  event 
instead. To reserve, please call Moe at 604-
414-7312 no later than Thursday April 1, 
2021. If you have food allergies, please let 
Moe know when making your reservation. 
 If you can, please bring a non-
perishable food item. 
 Part 1 of our mini-silent-auction will be 
held at the luncheon. If you have something 
you would like to donate, please do it early by 
phoning Moe Woodhead (604-414-7312) or 
Linda Johnson (604-486-7682) for pickup. 
 Members not wearing their name tags 
will be fined a loonie. If you are wearing your 
name tag, you will be entered into our draw 
for a free lunch, to be drawn in June. 

Good Luck! 

 
1989 Marble Bay Road 

604-486-7080 
Open 7 days a week, 8 am – 1 pm 

 

Supper Specials  
Served Sunday, Monday, Tuesday 

5 pm – 7 pm 
Save the disappointment, 

Call ahead to reserve your meal. 
 

Call us if you need a special meal 
prepared. We may not be “skip the 
dishes”, but we can help you serve a 
great meal for friends and family. 

Family friendly prices. 
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Greetings, everyone. 
 Here’s the status of our Canada 
Reads short list titles. At the time of writing, 
we know the winner is Joshua Whitehead’s 
Jonny Appleseed (FIC WHI); the other four 
titles are The Midnight Bargain (FIC FAN) 
by CL Polk, Two Trees Make a Forest (971 
LEE) by Jessica J. Lee, Hench (FIC SF 
WAL) by Natalie Zina Walschots, and, fi-
nally, Butter Honey Pig Bread (FIC EKW)
by Francesca Ekwuyasi. We have yet to re-
ceive Polk’s title. They are shelved on the 
top shelf of the big blue stack by the win-
dows. 
 After some consideration, we’ve de-
cided that it’s time to start a holds (or re-
quests) process for titles which you cannot 
find on the shelf when you’re browsing.  
Just ask the volunteer at the desk who will 
check to see if it is already out on loan, 
whether we actually own the item, or if it is, 
perhaps, missing. Your name, contact infor-
mation, and the title of the item you want 
will be recorded to be checked against any 

materials being re-
turned. Once the 
item you’ve request-
ed has been located, 
you will be notified.  
It will be held for 
one week for you to come and pick it up.  Let us 
know how it works for you.  Many thanks. 
 As of the time of writing, the calen-
dar tells me that Spring is here!! 
 The Texada Island Library is a vol-
unteer-staffed community service located in 
the Gillies Bay Old School:  phone 604-486-
6728, during open hours. 
 

Library Open Hours: 
 Wednesday noon to 2 pm 
 Friday  noon to 2 pm 
 Sunday noon to 2 pm 
 

 For more information about the li-
brary or about becoming a volunteer, please 
phone Anne Carney, Library Coordinator, at 
604-486-7117. 

— Dick Turner 

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY  

 
 

P.O. Box 160 

Van Anda, B.C.   V0N 3K0 
Telephone: (604) 486-7627 

Fax : (604) 486-7280 

 

Women’s Cuts 
Styling 
Colours 
Blow Outs 
Perms  

Men’s Cuts 
Hot Shaves 
Beard Trims 
Scalp Massages 

To book an appointment, contact 1-587-926-7331 

The first day of spring is one thing, and the first spring day is another. The differ-
ence between them is sometimes as great as a month. ~Henry Van Dyke  
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T I R C 
 The Texada Island Recreation Com-
mission (TIRC) recommended to qRD that 
the bleachers at the Gillies Bay and Van 
Anda ballfields be removed before they be-
come hazardous at its December 2020 meet-
ing. This recommendation was adopted by 
qRD and reaffirmed at TIRC’s March 2021 
meeting. It is expected that the Gillies Bay 
bleachers will be replaced later this year 
whereas the Van Anda bleachers may last 
another two years. After the bleachers are 
removed, other structures could be built or 
installed to increase the functionality of the 
ballfield recreational sites. TIRC welcomes 
the community’s suggestions in this regard 
(email suggestions to ronsmith@tru.ca).  

— Ron Smith   
Chair, TIRC 

Texada Food Hub 
 As you plan your garden for 2021, 
allow for planting extra to use at Texada’s 
own community food preservation kitchen, 
the Texada Food Hub. The Hub is equipped 
with commercial equipment for flash-
freezing, dehydrating, fermenting, and can-
ning all kinds of foods. Covid restrictions 
apply, but the Hub is available. For a nomi-
nal fee, Hub members can use the kitchen 
for stocking up a personal food supply, for 
making commercial food products, and for 
learning how to do food preservation using 
the above techniques. All are welcome to 
join; membership costs $10 per year for in-
dividuals or $15 per year for a household 
with two adults. For more information, 
please contact Tom Read, phone/text 604- 
414-9998. 

What glad, mad fools we are in spring! ~John Robinson Jeffers, "Last Spring” 
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Garden Club Notes 
 April is here.  That means the soil is 
warming up and we need to get ready for 
planting. Our guest writer this month is Anne 
Carney. She has lovely reflections on spring. 
 

 We have had a year in the garden 
with Covid-19; now it is spring again and a 
time of awakening for our gardens and our 
souls. Time to get dirty and cleanse our fog-
gy minds. Time to stop thinking about Pfizer 
and Moderna and turn our attention to shal-
lots and helianthus, plants to adorn our space 
this year. I began pulling weeds in January 
and February on those not too cold days 
when the sun shone. The first snow drops, 
croci and other bulbs were exciting, now I 
am checking for the first asparagus spears to 
emerge from the soil. 
 There were so many highlights of my 
garden last year, the peas were lush, I had a 
bumper crop of squash, everything seemed to 
thrive. My biggest pride came from the egg-
plant seedlings that I got from Wendy. In 
previous years I have had little success, may-
be there was not enough heat. Last year they 
were beautiful, Traviata’s deep purple skin 
complimented Beatrice’s globes that shone 
like jewels in the sun. I was thrilled every 
time I walked by them. At the other end of 
the garden the sunflowers massed together to 
give a wall of golden and bronze hues. I am 
hoping for a repeat performance this year. 
 We don’t know yet the path that 
Covid will take in future months; we do 
know that we can find solace and take 
strength from our gardens. The effort we put 
into them will be given back to us. Happy 
spring, happy gardening, and keep safe everyone.   
 My recipe comes from a book ti-
tled Savour by Peter Gordon. It has become a 
favourite of mine. 

Miso-baked Aubergine (eggplant) 
3 Tbsp miso paste (I use shiro miso) 
3 Tbsp mirin (or 2 Tbsp liquid honey) 
2 Tbsp sunflower oil 
2 Tbsp sesame oil 
2 aubergine 
1 Tbsp sesame seeds 
 

 I prefer to use the long oriental auber-
gine but other kinds work just as well; they 
just take longer to bake. 
 Trim the stems from the aubergine 
then cut them in half lengthwise. Lightly 
score the flesh in a criss cross pattern and put 
them in a baking dish cut side up. Mix the 
miso, mirin and oils into a paste. Brush the 
mixture onto the cut sides of the auber-
gine. Sprinkle with sesame seeds. Bake at 
350 degrees until the flesh is incredibly soft, 
25-30 minutes for small aubergine, up to an 
hour for the rounder types.  Enjoy! 
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“Your Island Hospitality and Tourism 
Information Centre” 

604-486-7711 

TEXADA 

ISLAND 

INN 

 
 
 
 

 
Hello, Texada, 
Well Spring has sprung, hanging baskets are ordered, it’s getting warmer, it’s getting busier. Nice to 
see everyone! 
• Easter Dinner: Sunday, April 4. Buy dinner for a chance to win a basket. The Easter menu is glazed 

ham and scalloped potatoes, veggies, and garlic toast. 
• Easter Monday we will be closed. 
• Even though everyone is getting a shot, we are still following our safety plan and masks are still mandatory. 
• We are looking for wait staff. If interested, please drop off a resume at the Hotel. 
• As always, great food, good prices, friendly staff, good service. Come enjoy. 

Full Lotto Center 
Gift Certificates 
Bagged Ice 
Island Information 
T-Shirts & Vests &    
     Hoodies 

Bar Hours 
Friday - Saturday: 

 noon - 8 pm 
Sunday - Thursday:  

3 pm - closing 

Restaurant 
Hours 

Mon. -  Sun.:  
9 am - 7 pm 

Thank you, Texada,  for 
all your love and support,  
Cymry, Evan, and Kaitlyn 

Closed April 5 (Easter Monday) 
 

Shop Locally, Buy 
Beautiful—lots of new 

stuff being added 

Texada Food Bank 
Texada Food Bank Financial Dona-

tions can be made at the First Credit 

Union or by mail to PO Box 233, Van 

Anda, B.C. V0N 3K0 
 

 Non-perishable food donations may be 
put in the baskets at the Gillies Bay General 
Store, the Texada Market, and the First Credit 
Union in Van Anda.   
 Thank you so much. Donation tins for 
cash are available at both stores (Gillies Bay 
Store and Texada Market in Van Anda) and 
the First Credit Union. 
 If you have any questions regarding 
contributions to the Food Bank, please call 
Pauline Fleming at 604-414-9590. 
 
 

The Texada Food Bank acknowledges 

all of our contributors: 
 Thank you to Arlene Rycroft, Larry 
Dawe, Judy Ferguson, Stan Smith, Pam Ken-
ny, Shelly Moberg, Danielle Robert and the 
Texada Elementary School for all your finan-
cial donations and a big Thank You to every-
one that makes regular anonymous financial 
deposits at the First Credit Union. We are so 
grateful. 
 We are always grateful to Jake and the 
Gillies Bay General Store for continued sup-
port with donations of cases of food and to 
everyone at the Texada Market for your help 
every month. We are very grateful to everyone 
for all the anonymous cash and food donations 
that are dropped off at the Gillies Bay Store, 
Texada Market, and the First Credit Union.  
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Director’s Report 
 Your opinion please:  In response to 
issues including illegal camping, shellfish 
poaching, and the dumping of garbage/yard 
waste, RD staff are proposing putting gates 
on the roads  to Howie's Dump and the Pon-
derosa in Shelter Point Park. Howie's (a for-
mer log dump) is accessed from the road 
leading down from the nature trail parking 
area and the Ponderosa runs off Mouat Bay 
Road to the beach. 
 What do you think? Please let me 
know by April 9 and your opinion will be 
included in materials for the RD Board,  
sandynleeti@gmail.com. If you've already 
responded to my Facebook post, there's no 
need to do so again. If you want to write di-
rectly to the RD, the address is administra-
tion@qathet.ca. Please indicate that it is cor-
respondence for Committee of the Whole. 
 

  Meanwhile, the qRD has signed on 
to the Connected Coast (CC) project which 
will bring high-speed internet access to 154 
rural coastal communities. The $47 million, 
3,400-km sub-sea fibre cable will connect 
communities from Haida Gwaii-Prince Ru-
pert to Victoria-Vancouver with a minimum 
50/10 broadband speed. 
 The cable will circumnavigate Tex-
ada with "landing hubs" at GB and VA. 
Construction is expected to start later this year. 
 CC is a partnership between corpora-
tions owned by the City of Prince Rupert and 
Strathcona Regional District. Federal and 
provincial funding is being sought. 
 The sub-sea cable would become the 
backbone of the coastal network. Still to 
come are plans for "last mile connections," 
which will bring this internet connectivity 
from the hubs to your home or business. 

Consultants at Driftwood Communications 
are currently completing a Connectivity Plan 
for the qRD to address this issue. 
 The RD was also able to provide the 
GB Internet Society with a letter of support 
for funding for the upgrading of the GB co-
axial TV cable to add internet connectivity. 
 

 Finally, the RD together with PR City 
and Tla'amin Nation has begun work on a 
Poverty Reduction Strategy and again, your 
opinions are being sought. Please complete a 
community well-being survey, aimed at 
gathering input regarding income-related ex-
periences. The survey explores barriers and 
opportunities regarding poverty reduction. 
Responses accepted until April 15. Access 
the survey at  participatepr.ca/povertyreduction or 
by contacting social planner Kai Okazaki: 

kokazaki@powellriver.ca 
604-485-8655 

 

Hopefully some hard copies will make it here. 
 —Sandy McCormick,  

area D director 
sandynleeti@gmail.com 

604-414-3525 
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 25% of our leaking 
water has been found and 
repairs are underway. 75% 
of our lost water is still un-
der investigation. Did you 
know a running toilet can 

waste up to 6,400 gallons of water per day?  
An unseated toilet flapper can leak 200 gal-
lons a day. Underground irrigation leaks 
can be costly and damaging. Water leak de-
tection continues and we appreciate your 
help on both public property and your private 
property. 
 Due to COVID-19, our Annual Gen-
eral Meeting (usually in April) is postponed 
and is tentatively planned for July 17th, 2021.   

 

2036 Marble Bay Rd 
Box 115 · Van Anda · 

BC V0N 3K0 
604.486.7035   

contact@vananda-id.ca 
www.vananda-id.ca 

Better At Home 
 Better At Home on Texada Island 
matches volunteers with seniors to provide 
non-medical support so seniors can contin-
ue living independently in their own 
homes. B@H services may be limited dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic, but currently 
we offer limited transportation (including 
grocery delivery) plus friendly visits by 
phone and light yard work. 
 Better at Home is administered by 
Inclusion Powell River and BC United 
Way, with funding from the Province of 
BC. For more information phone Tom 
Read (Texada program coordinator) at 604-
483-1471 or email: ravenbaywoods@gmail.com.   

Texada Ceramic And 
 Sculpture Studio Update 
 2020 was a difficult year for a newly 
created community group to be shut down. 
Despite having to close the studio for the ma-
jority of 2020, we have persevered and con-
tinued making improvements for our users. 
Through fundraising from the recyclables at 
the Van Anda Recycle Depot last year, we 
purchased a new digitally controlled ceramic 
kiln. We conducted the required test firings 
and it is now ready for use. Its digital pro-
grams make it versatile, ranging from a ce-
ramic kiln to a glass fusing kiln. Thank you to 
everyone who chose to bring your recyclables 
to the local depots. We have now taken over 
collection from the Gillies Bay depot for 2021, 
meaning we will have more bottles to sort! A 
huge thank you to our volunteer members 
who continue to sort and deliver bottles, 
keeping themselves involved with the studio, 
even when we can’t open the doors. During 
the year some of our users had taken home 
their clay and tools, and we have done some 
firings to keep up with stuff brought in. We all 
patiently wait until COVID is less concerning 
and we can resume operation of the studio, 
with weekly open sessions and classes to 
come. Initial annual user fee will remain $25, 
and renewals will be $60. Clay and tools are 
available for sale on site, the basement of 

Texada Elemen-
tary School, Wa-
terman Ave, Van 
Anda. For infor-
mation or en-
quires, contact 
Alfred Muma 
and/or Kathleen 
Scott. 
 
Studio email: 
texadaartroom@ 
outlook.com 

V A I D 

mailto:contact@vananda-id.ca
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TEXADA ISLAND 

UNITED CHURCH  NOTES 

We can do no great things; 

only small things with great love. 

                          Mother Theresa 
 

Focus on Spirit! 

A weekly reflection is posted on the church 

website. Links can be found on the church’s 

Facebook page (sometimes there are extra 

posts there so check it out ) and Texada Mes-

sage Board.   

Church Reopening  

Bonnie Henry has announced that she will 

give new guidelines for church gatherings and 

there is hope that we will be able to have 

church services soon. I will send out the in-

formation (email and on Facebook)  as soon 

as it is available and a decision is made for reo-

pening.  

Prayer Group   

Please call Rikki Kooy, 604-243-8097 for 

prayers or information. 

 

Weekly Services:  10:30 Sundays…
 are suspended until further notice.  
Please note that your donations or tithes are 
more important than ever right now, and can 
be mailed to Texada United Church, Box 23, 
Gillies Bay, BC V0N 1W0. 
 

Minister’s Office Hours:  Tuesday & 
Thursdays, at the church, 1-3 pm. The church 
is open at these times for private individual 
prayer or meditation. Offering envelopes and 
Our Daily Bread booklets can be picked up during 
these hours.  
  
Minister:  Rev. Gayle Chouinard, 604-414-7309  
                  trollhollow123@gmail.com       
Board Chair:  Dale Rinehart, 604-486-0050  
Legion Chaplain:  Karen May, 604-413-0994 
Website: www.texadaunited.ca 
Facebook Page:  Texada Island United Church 

Bourne Construction 

CONCRETE, CARPENTRY, CREATIVITY 

Call Darren or Amber Bourne 

604-223-7767 
concrete, fencing, decks,  

landscaping, tile, and much more. 
bourneconstructiontexada@gmail.com 

facebook.com/ Drop your fire extinguishers at Pacific Brake Factory 
for servicing next time I am on the island. 

Life expectancy would grow by leaps and bounds if green vegetables smelled as 
good as bacon. ~Doug Larson, 1989  

http://facebook.com/bourneconstructiontexada
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Texada AeroSpace Camp Hangar and Aviation  
Museum News 

 Despite Texada Arts, Culture & 
Tourism Society having cancelled all events 
this year due to the pandemic, the Aero-
Space Hangar and Aviation Museum staff 
have continued to operate, although at a re-
duced pace. People still donate aviation re-
lated books and artifacts, cash donations, 
and offers to help. Gerry Johnson continues 
to fabricate display cases and drawers.  
 Pete Stiles, who has contributed a 
number of artifacts in the past, has recently 
donated an RCAF tunic and his flight log-
book from 1949-1951. The logbook docu-
ments his very first flight in a Harvard train-
er as a student pilot. There is an entire Pete 
Stiles section that shows his flying parapher-
nalia. Thanks again Pete! 
 Another recent donation was a de-
lightful surprise for the staff. Ken Williams 
approached Gerry Johnson with the offer to 

donate three model radio-controlled helicop-
ters. The helicopters were still in their con-
tainers, and one, the largest, has never been 
flown! Both Gerry and I agreed immediately 
that this offer needed to be accepted! A big 
thanks to Ken. 
 It’s planned to use the models as 
training aids for the next batch of AeroSpace 
Camp students when health authorities give 
everyone the OK to resume events as usual. 
As an aside, the museum’s library books are 
being re-cataloged and lists of books will be 
published for the public’s information on the 
TACT website. A couple of people will be 
needed to help organize the books by subject 
and author. If you are interested in volunteer-
ing, please call me at 604-223-2588. Social 
distancing and COVID protocol will be fol-
lowed.   

 The generosity of Texadans at the 
February 28th, 2021 Gillies Bay TINSHS bottle 
drive was overwhelming!  Special shout out to 
the Legion and everyone who has been stock-
piling and kind enough to donate 
their empties! In addition, we received cash 
donations from Paul Boulanger of Van Anda 
and Dave of the newly opened "Texada Home 
& Garden". 
 A HUGE TYLENOL THANK YOU! to the 
amazing volunteer work horses: Pam Kenny, 
John Whitehead, Sandy Harvey, Theresa 
Beech, Sue Comely, Lois Warner, Brenda Cur-
rie, Tara Schumacher-Leibe, Pauline Fleming, 
Gina Ducharme, Debra Gill, Phil Beddard, John 
& Cathy Brown. We filled the 5 tonne U-Haul 
truck almost to bursting. Most of the boxes 
collected for us to fill and use at the qRD Gil-
lies Bay site were courtesy of Mary-Ann 
Kulchyski.   
 Monday morning, March 1st, Gina Du-
charme, John Brown and I scared the folks at 
the Powell River Return It Depot on Duncan 
Street, unloading over a quarter of a million 

bottles and cans! Their staff dug in and 
worked steadily, receiving our load without 
complaint. Three Toyota pick up loads of flat-
tened cardboard boxes were taken to recy-
cle. U-Haul donated a mileage discount, and 
Columbia Fuels forgave us the truck refueling 
cost.    
 After truck and ferry expenses, we 
netted a cool $2,515.30 for our seniors hous-
ing project! Everyone involved deserves a 
much deserved rest — Texada rocks!   
 We will keep our recycling account 
#2285 active at the depot on Duncan St, in 
case anyone wishes to donate their empties 
through the year.  
 As of March 1st, 2021 we have stepped 
aside at the Gillies Bay qRD depot. The new 
fundraisers there are the Texada Ceramics & 
Sculpture Group. We wish them all the 
best. My personal appreciation to Mary-Ann 
for all she has done for me these past two 
years (one as TAG, one as TINSHS).   

— With much gratitude,  
Cathy Brown — TINSHS Secretary 

Thanks... 
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Express Lines 
Subscription 

For a 12-month off-island sub-
scription to the Express Lines, 
please send $30 to PO Box 233, 
Van Anda, BC, V0N 3K0. 
 
Name:_______________________ 

Address:____________________ 

____________________________ 

City:________________________ 

Province:___________________ 

Postal Code:________________ 

Classified Ads 
Texada Vacation Rental 

3 bedroom unit, fully equipped. 
Website: www.texadavacationrental.com 

604-414-5897 
1925 Sturt Bay Road, Van Anda 

 

Rosebank Cottage by the Sea 
A vacation rental suite with fabulous ocean view. 

BBQ, Internet, cable TV and private deck. 
Full kitchen, just bring your suitcase! 

604-413-0994 
  

Kel’s Lawn, Yardwork and 
Handyman 
604-578-0266 

 

Hair on Blair  
604-223-9800 

 

Personal Income Tax Service 
Sole Proprietors are welcome! 
By appointment only please. 
COVID protocols in place. 

Call or email Danielle 
604-578-8214 

booksbydc@gmail.com 



Express Lines                    April  2021 

23 

BC Ferry Schedule 
Powell River  

- Sechelt 

Leave  
Saltery Bay 

Leave  
Earls Cove 

5:40 am*  6:35 am* 

7:30 am  8:25 am 

9:25 am  10:25 am 

11:20 am  12:25 pm 

3:50 pm  4:55 pm 

6 pm  7 pm 

7:55 pm  8:50 pm 

9:45 pm  10:40 pm 

*Daily except Sunday 

    BC Ferry Schedule  

To Confirm Sailing Times Please Call  
1-888-223-3779 or go to www.bcferries.com 

Powell River—
Comox 

Leave  
Comox 

8:05 am 6:15 am 

11:50 am 9:55 am 

5:15 pm 3:25 pm 

 8:45 pm 7:10 pm 

Texada Island to Powell River 
Monday to Friday Saturday and Sunday 

Leave  
Texada 
Island 

Leave  
Powell 
River 

Leave  
Texada 
Island 

Leave  
Powell 
River 

6 am 6:50 am 6 am 6:50 am 

7:50 am 8:35 am 7:50 am 8:35 am 

9:20 am 
10:10*/ 
10:20 am 

9:20 am 10:20 am 

11:25 am 12:15 pm 11:25 am 12:15 pm 

3 pm * 3:45 pm 3:30 pm 4:15 pm 

5:05 pm 6 pm 5:10 pm 6:40 pm 

6:50 pm 7:40 pm 7:25 pm 8:15 pm 

8:35 pm 9:20 pm 9 pm 9:45 pm 

Commuter Bus: Thursdays 
 

Phone Wednesday before 3 pm to re-
serve a seat (604-483-2008).  
 

Departs Gillies Bay Store at 8:25 am, 
and the Van Anda Market at about 
8:50 am. 
 

Departs the North entrance of Town 
Centre Mall at 3 pm. 
 

Fare (each way): $8 and $2.25 for sen-
iors (65+). 

Express Lines is a publication of the 
Texada Island Community Society.  
  

Editor: Elayne Boloten, 486-7457 
Asst. Editor: Susan Wood 
  

DEADLINE: The 20th of the month prior to 
publication. Please call for information on ad-
vertising or insert rates. 
  

• Send announcements (max. 350 
words) or ads to: PO Box 267, Gillies 
Bay, BC V0N 1W0 

  

• E-mail to brakes@telus.net or 
                           texadalines@hotmail.com            

• Fax to 604-486-6703 

Recycling Stations Hours 
 

Van Anda:  
Tuesday & Thursday, 9 am - 5 pm 
 
Gillies Bay: 
Wednesday, Friday & Saturday, 9 am - 5 pm 

Gibson - Vancouver 

Leave  
Langdale 

Leave  
Horseshoe 

Bay 

6:20 am 7:30 am 

8:40 am 8:45 am* 

9:50 am * 9:45 am 

10:50 am 11:55 am 

1:05 pm 2:10 pm 

3:15 pm 2:40 pm** 

3:50 pm** 4:20 pm 

5:25 pm 5:30 pm 

6:40 pm 6;30 pm*** 

7:40 pm*** 7:50 pm 

8:55 pm 10:55 pm 

* April 2 only 

** April 1 & 4 only 

*** April 5 only 
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April 2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    2 
Good Friday 

3 

Easter Bunny  
   Drive by: 
   Legion, 10 am 

4 
Easter  
Sunday 

5 6 7 
Transfer Station: 
   10 am - 4 pm 

8 

TWIN Mtg:11:30  
   am, Texada  
   Island Inn Pub 

10 
Transfer Station: 
   10 am - 4 pm 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 
Express Lines 

Deadline 

21 
Transfer Station: 
   10 am - 4 pm 

22 23 24 
Transfer Station: 
   10 am - 4 pm 

25 26 27  

Every: 
Monday: Tai Chi, Community Hall, 9:30 am 
     
Wednesday: Tai Chi, Community Hall, 9:30 am 
 
Saturday: Tai Chi, Community Hall, 9:30 am 
 
Sunday: Alcoholics Anonymous, United Church, 6 pm 


